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New rules spark duplex fears

PC186493

PLANNING CONCERNS: Cr Matthew Bourke and Caroline Hamilton of Westlake.

By CHRISTOPHER O’LEARY

A BRISBANE City Council-
lor is worried new State
Government planning pro-
visions could wreck the
southwest.

But the Government said
it was only trying to cut red
tape.

C r M a t t h e w B o u r k e
(LNP) of Jamboree ward
said recent changes to the
Sustainable Planning Act
could alter the Centenary
Suburbs Neighbourhood
Plan.

The Government said the
provisions target council
double-dipping on require-
ments for new houses in
low-density residential
zones, but Cr Bourke be-
lieved they could start an
‘‘open slather’’ of properties
redeveloped into duplexes
with little consultation.

‘‘This area was developed
50 years ago and it doesn’t
have the infrastructure to
carry substantial popu-
lation,’’ he said. ‘‘That’s
why we didn’t include a
substantial increase of
population to the plan.

‘‘Residents should be con-
cerned because under the
State Government plan they
are going to find neighbours
knocking down their places
to build two places without
warning.’’

However State Minister
for Planning Stirling Hinch-

liffe said while the pro-
visions streamlined the
planning approval process,

it was the council and not
the Government which
zoned Brisbane land.

‘‘There are 22 rules in Bris-
bane, and if a duplex devel-
opment triggered any one it

would be required to go
through full council assess-
ment,’’ he said.

briefly

Help humanity
RED Cross members,
supporters, community groups
and schools will be raising
funds for the Power of
Humanity project to support
vulnerable people. Visit
www.redcross.org.au or phone
1800 811 700.

School contest
MT Ommaney Centre is
searching for local primary
schools to take part in an
environment competition
running until April 1. To help
your school share in $20,000
worth of cash and prizes,
spend $20 at any store. For
more information visit www.
mtommaneycentre.com.au.

Talent search
CAROLE Park will again be the
backdrop for the Multicultural
Come Together Festival in
June. Organisers are looking
for dancers, acrobats, choirs,
bands or individuals to phone
Elorac Place on 3271 3592 on
Wednesdays and Fridays or
email k—parkinson@live.com.

Singles survey
RESEARCHER Sandra Coe is
seeking single parents to take
part in a survey to find what
attitudes they encounter in
society. Single parents can
contact Ms Coe on
0434 869 807 or at
sandra.coe@qut.edu.au.


